Inverness Gymnastics Club Member Support Fund
Supporting our Gymnastics Community
At Inverness Gymnastics Club, we believe that every child should have the opportunity to continue enjoying gymnastics, even when unexpected financial challenges arise.
We recognise that changes in personal or family circumstances can happen at any time. Our Member Support Fund has been established to provide temporary financial assistance to members who may otherwise be unable to continue attending classes due to a change in their financial situation.
The fund is intended to help families maintain their child’s participation in gymnastics while they navigate these circumstances. As a charitable club, our resources are limited, but we are committed to supporting as many members as possible within the funding available.
Who can apply?
Any member of Inverness Gymnastics Club may apply for support if they are experiencing a change in financial circumstances that affects their ability to pay club fees.
Applications are welcomed regardless of discipline or level of participation and are considered on their individual merits.
What support is available?
Support is awarded at the discretion of the Board of Trustees and is tailored to each family’s individual circumstances.
For most recreational gymnasts, support will typically take the form of a contribution towards training fees.
For members on competitive pathways, the Board may also consider supporting the costs of key competitions that form part of the gymnast’s planned competition programme. The fund is not intended to support optional or additional opportunities such as extra competitions, training camps, trips or other discretionary activities.
All support will be provided by way of a credit towards fees, and will not generally be used towards any previous fees or arrears. The level of support and the period over which it is provided will be determined on a case-by-case basis.
How to apply
Applications should be submitted to the Club Treasurer using the Member Support Fund application form included in this document. 
To ensure complete confidentiality, all personal information is removed before the application is presented to the Board of Trustees for consideration. Trustees assess each application anonymously, allowing decisions to be made fairly, consistently and without bias. Those aware of the funding award will be kept to a minimum – likely the club Treasurer and class lead coach
Applicants will be informed of the outcome as soon as possible following the Board’s decision.
If you are concerned about your ability to continue your child’s membership, we encourage you to get in touch as early as possible. We understand that financial circumstances can change unexpectedly, and all enquiries will be treated with sensitivity, respect and complete confidentiality.
Confidentiality
We understand that discussing financial circumstances can be difficult. All applications are treated with the strictest confidence throughout the process.
Only the Treasurer will have access to information on the applicants’ circumstances. The treasurer and, financial administrator and class lead coach will have access to the applicant’s name and level of support awarded. Information presented to the Board for decision-making is anonymised, and all Trustees treat applications in confidence.
How the fund is managed
The Member Support Fund is financed through the Club’s annual operating budget. Each year, the Board allocates funding based on the Club’s financial position and anticipated demand. As the fund is finite, support cannot be guaranteed, although the Board retains discretion to increase the available budget where it is appropriate and financially responsible to do so.
Our priority is always to help members continue participating in gymnastics wherever possible, ensuring that temporary financial difficulties do not unnecessarily prevent young people from enjoying the physical, social and personal benefits that gymnastics provides.



Application Form
Application to the fund is through completion of this application form which should be submitted by email directly to the Board of Trustees (Treasurer – kathryn@invernessgymnastics.com) or via your lead coach.
	Gymnast Name(s)
	


	Address
	


	Postcode
	


	Parent / Guardian Name
	


	Email Address 
	


	Class(es) Attended
	



	Coach Name
	


	Please tell us about your situation and why you now seek financial support

	All information provided will be treated in strict confidence, IGC will not ask for specific personal details, medical evidence, or further documents to support the information you provide.





	How much do you feel you can currently contribute towards this term’s fees (please note that IGC will only cover a maximum of 75% of fees per gymnast)

	



I confirm that all information that I have provided on this form is, to the best of my knowledge, complete and correct.  I agree this information may be shared with IGC Trustees as required to assess my application.  I agree for the class coach to be approached to confirm attendance.  I confirm that should a grant be awarded I will keep up regular attendance.
Signed* ___________________________________________    Date ____________________
*A typed or electronic signature will be sufficient to agree and confirm the above statement.
